Bylaws

Central Oklahoma Wine Club

3/25/2008 upated

Article I

Name of Organization
The name of the organization is the Central Oklahoma Wine Club (COWC).

Article II

Purpose

The purpose of COWC is to foster wine education and to promote the appreciation and responsible enjoyment of wine.

Article III

Membership

Section 1. Eligibility. Membership in the COWC shall be open to all members of legal drinking age and who are genuinely interested in supporting the purpose of COWC. 

Section 2. Member of Record. A member who has attended at least one event in the previous six months shall be considered a member of record of the COWC

Section 3. Member Voting Rights.  Each member of record shall be entitled to personally vote on each matter submitted to a vote of the members.

Article IV

Council 

Section 1. Designation. The council members of the COWC shall be the Chair, Vice Chair, Program Chair, Treasurer, and the immediate Past Chair.  These council members shall comprise the Council.  No two positions may be held by the same person. 

Section 2. Council Voting Rights. Each Board position, whether filled by an individual or couple, shall have a single vote in all matters brought before the Council.

Section 3. Chair. The Chair shall have charge of COWC activities.  He/she shall preside at mettings of membership, promote membership, and appoint committees as needed.

Section 4. Vice Chair. The Vice Chair shall perform the duties of the Chair in the absence of the Chair.  The Vice Chair is also responsible for meeting attendance.

Section 5.  Treasurer. The Treasurer shall keep accurate and timely account of all receipts and disbursements in books belonging to COWC, and shall deposit all monies and other valuable effects in the name of and to the credit of COWC in such depositories as may be designated by the Council.  He/She shall disburse the funds of the COWC as necessary to achieve its purpose or as may be decided by the Council.  He/She shall make a financial report to the COWC Council at least once each quarter.

Section 6. Program Chair.  The Program Chair shall be responsible for the planning of special activities of the COWC including but not limited to the Annual Wine Tasting.

Article V

Business Meeting of Membership and Elections

Section 1. Frequency of Meetings.  Meetings of the membership shall be held at least quarterly at suitable places as may be designated by the COWC council.  

Section 2. Notice of Meetings.  It shall be the duty of the Chair to send a notice of each meeting, stating, the purpose of the meeting as well as the time and place to each member of record.  

Section 3. Quorum. The members of record in attendance at any meeting shall constitute a quorum

Section 4. Matters Subject to Vote.  The Council may bring for a vote before the membership any matter related to the business of the COWC.  Any member may also propose to the Board any matter about which the member desires consideration by the Council and a vote by the members.  

Section 5. Voting.  At every meeting, each member of record present shall have the right to vote in accordance with the provisions of Article III, Section 3 on each question.  The vote of the majority of those present shall decide any question brought before such meeting.

Section 6. Election. Elections shall be held in April of each year, and those members selected hold office for one year from May 1 through April 30 of the following year.  Each elected council member may directly succeed himself/herself.

Section 7. Office Vacancies.  At any regularly scheduled or special meeting of the membership duly called, an election for any vacant position may be made.  The newly elect will fill the vacancy for the remaining term.

Article VI

Amendments

These bylaws and the provision herein may be altered, amended, or repealed by a majority of those members voting in a ballot of the entire membership in which at least 20% of the elegible votes are cast.  If less than 20% of the total active membership of the COWC responds to a ballot, this shall be considered a technical defeat of the amendment.

Article VII

Dissolution of the Chapter

Upon dissolution of the COWC, none of its assets shall be distributed to any council member or member, but shall be disposed of in accordance with the applicable regulations of the Internal Revenue Service and provisions of the Internal Revenue Code then in force.
